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1. COBIS Annual Conference report 

 
The 2010 COBIS Annual Conference took place earlier this month in London. Despite concerns about 
ash clouds and BA strikes a record number of delegates from 45 countries attended the successful 
event. A full conference report is available on the COBIS website and a number of the presentations 

and handouts can be downloaded from the website by logging on using your school username and 
password (please contact the COBIS office if you need a reminder about your login details).  



2. COBIS teachers’ conferences 2010/11  

 
Three COBIS teachers’ conferences will be held in the 2010/11 academic year. 
 
29-30 October, 2010  Madrid - Unlocking Potential  
     (more information and booking  form available on the COBIS website) 
17-18 February, 2011   Prague - From Good Schools to Great Schools 
1-2 April, 2011    Cairo - Building Leadership Capacity  
     (preceded by ISI inspector training) 

 

3. New COBIS schools  
 

COBIS welcomes two new schools: British International School, Belgrade and The ABC            
International School, Vietnam. For more information on the schools please visit their websites: 
     www.british-int-school.org.uk     www.theabcis.com 

 

4. New COBIS Executive Director appointed 

 
The COBIS Executive Committee is pleased to announce the appointment of Colin Bell as the new     

Executive Director of COBIS. Colin is currently Head of Development - International Schools for 
Eteach.com. Colin has extensive education leadership and strategic management experience in the UK 
and overseas and will succeed Fiona Rogers as COBIS Executive Director in August 2010. 

 
5. SATs boycott 
 

The boycott of SATs went ahead in many schools across the UK with up to 300,000 pupils prevented 
from sitting an official reading exam on the first day of the boycott. Many primary schools were running 
their own unofficial tests. Yet reports suggest that the primary league tables will still be published        
this year, despite nationwide action. The rankings will use a less formal system of teacher assessment, 
with pupil performance measured by teachers in the classroom throughout the year, giving 10- and 11-
year-olds an overall score in the basic subjects. For the first time, assessment scores will be featured in 
official league tables alongside raw SATs results.  

 

6. Goodbye DCSF  
 
Following the UK election and the appointment of Michael Gove (Conservative) as Education Secretary 
the DCSF has been renamed the Department for Education (DfE). The new Conservative/Lib-Dem     
coalition government has announced plans for “free schools”, making it easier for new providers to set 
up schools within the state system; and a pupil premium which targets extra funds to schools serving      

disadvantaged pupils. The coalition has also discussed plans for a radical overhaul of school league   
tables, and will allow schools to have greater freedom over the curriculum. The new schools minister is 
Conservative MP Nick Gibb.  
 

7. Fifth of school leavers ’illiterate and innumerate’  
 
Recent research has shown that one in five teenagers leave school lacking the English and maths skills 

needed for everyday life. The number of 16- to 19-year-olds rendered functionally illiterate or          
innumerate has failed to improve over the last two decades, despite billions spent attempting to raise 
standards in the three-Rs.    
  
  
 
 

  

 



 

8. Overhaul of national curriculum 
 
It has been reported that the national curriculum will be overhauled under a Government plan to       
restore vital “bodies of knowledge” to lessons. A major review of the curriculum, part of the new     

Education and Children’s Bill announced in the Queen’s Speech, will be launched this year setting out 
the subject content children will be expected to master at each stage of education. It is likely to      
emphasise rigorous content such as more geometry and algebra in primary maths, a focus on biology, 
chemistry and physics as separate sciences and the study of classical authors in English. History       
lessons are likely to be based around a narrative of the past, covering key periods, the kings and 
queens and the Empire.  

  

9. Discounted NPQH  
 
The NCSL will be offering a discount for NPQH candidates from independent schools (including COBIS 
schools). The discount will be based on the number of independent candidates in each cohort. There 
will be a discount of 10% if there are at least 10 independent candidates in a cohort, and 20% if there 
are 20 candidates or more. The cost, before discount, is £3,800. Interested candidates will need to     
apply directly to the National College. For more information please visit:  

http://www.nationalcollege.org.uk/index/professional-development/npqh.htm   
 
The next round of applications opens May 24 and closes June 22. This is for an autumn 2010 start. The 
following round of applications opens September 3. For more information about dates see:  
http://www.nationalcollege.org.uk/index/professional-development/npqh/npqh-apply/npqh-application-
round-calendar.htm 

 

10. New supporting members 
 
COBIS welcomes two new supporting members: Pupil Asset and School of Education, St Mary’s        
University College Twickenham. 
 
“Pupil Asset is a flexible pupil assessment programme which tracks pupil progress against both the 
UK National Curriculum and Personalised Targets from early Years to KS3. Schools can instantly show 
and report on progress of individual pupils, any group, and the whole school. Teaching staff can use 
Pupil Asset as a tool to target lesson planning to pupil need and improve pupil performance. Our clients 
can tailor Pupil Asset to suit their needs and the system is fully supported. By undertaking regular     
upgrades we keep you conforming to developments in UK assessment and reporting. School records 
can be accessed from any internet connected computer, anywhere in the world. Information is kept   
secure and the import/export facility aids comprehensive pupil data transfer. Try us for free: 
www.pupilasset.com.” 
 
“St Mary’s University College was set up in 1850 by the Catholic Poor Schools Committee to meet 
the need for teachers to provide an education for the growing numbers of poor Catholic children. In 
the 21st century St Mary’s has grown to over 4000 students studying a range of both undergraduate 
and postgraduate courses. The School of Education is one of the largest schools within the University     
College offering both primary and secondary undergraduate and postgraduate teacher training. St 
Mary’s is the second largest provider of teacher training in London. In addition the School of Education 
offers a number of MAs in Education which are delivered at the University College, in schools and by 
distanced learning. A full programme of CPD for schools, Local authorities and Diocesan Boards and 
support for research activities are offered, delivered through a variety of methods. For more            
information please visit www.smuc.ac.uk.” 
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10. News from the schools 
 
The Shunyi Campus of The British School of Beijing was officially opened by His Royal Highness 
Prince Andrew, Duke of York earlier this year. His Royal Highness was greeted at the school entrance 
by hundreds of excited students waving Chinese and British flags. He was then given the opportunity to 

hear three songs from the Whole School Choir, including a traditional Chinese song "My Chinese 
Heart". After the performance Prince Andrew was given a tour of the school facilities, during which he 
was shown a Primary Chinese Lesson and a Secondary Business Studies lesson. The occasion was     
finished by a stirring speech from Prince Andrew, where he acknowledged that the school was "a very 
tightly run ship" and "a truly first rate institution." 
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Secondary students from Doha College have won the Qatar Schools National Debating Championship. 
Congratulations to Vartan Shadarevian, Khrishan Bhasin, Rachel Duffy, and their coaches. 
 
 
 

Townshend Family Day took place recently at Townshend International School, Czech Republic. 
Staff and students enjoyed games, team-building activities, and a BBQ. The special event takes place 
each year during the Ridvan season.  

 
 
Any other news from schools or features should be sent by email to: executive.director@cobis.org.uk 
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